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William to St. Petersburg, under Bismarck's advice, as
his emissary to the Tsar Alexander III, for the celebra-
tion of the Tsarevitch Nicholas's sixteenth birthday,
when officially he came of age. The Crown Prince
therefore, who would properly have been his father's
representative, was thus deliberately passed over, and
his place taken by his son. There was certainly some
reason for this, for the Royal message with which
William was charged referred to the importance of the
three Emperors of Russia, Germany and Austria standing
firm to resist the encroachment of the liberal democracy
of which the Crown Prince and his wife were avowed
champions. This was the first occasion on which
William was enabled to be mouthpiece for his grandfather,
and he made the most of it, very characteristically, by
warning the Tsar that the Prince of Wales was doing all he
could to stir up the enmity of England against Russia, The
Tsar, he said, was deeply impressed by this information.1
Shortly afterwards his uncle was due to pay another visit
to Berlin, and William pursued the theme by correspond-
ence. He was sure that this design which he had spoken
of was developing: there was conspiracy on foot, and his
mother, his uncle and the Queen of England were all in it.
Their object was to get Germany to join England against
Russia. William thought the situation very dangerous, but
his Royal cousin, the Tsar, must be reassured. He wrote:
* But these English have accidentally forgotten that
/ exist. And I swear to You, my dear cousin, that
anything I can do for You and Your country I will do,
and I swear I will keep my word. But only it will take
a long time, and will have to be done very slowly.' 2

1  William II, My Early Life, p. 247.

2  Lee, King Edward VII, i. pp. 485, 486.